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with in various works l; and in the remainder of this chapter
attention will be confined to some of the more recent sug-
gestions which have been put forward to account for the
phenomena of chemical reactions. The selection has been
made with a view to illustrating different standpoints rather
than with any idea of weighing one view against another. In
the main, the reader is expected to bring his own critical
faculty to bear upon the problems suggested by the various
authors.
With this aim of illustration in view, it has been thought
best to select specimens of the following conceptions: (1)
" directed affinities" which are supposed to act from the
surface of the atom in definite directions or from fixed points
on the atomic superficies; (2) "undirected affinities" which
resemble gravitational forces in that they act outward from
the centre of the atom in all directions; (3) electrochemical
ideas ; (4) polar and non-polar conceptions; and (5) purely elec-
tronic views of valency. These fundamental conceptions by no
means exhaust .the possibilities ; but they will suffice to show
how very different are the interpretations of the phenomena
of atomic attraction.2
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